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NUMBER OF FARMS 
By States, 1910-56, Revised Estimates 


This publication presents a series of annual estimates of number of 
farms by States for the period 1910-56. Estimates for 1910-52 have been 
used within the Department for some time; those for 1951-56 are ona 
revised Census level. These data now constitute the official Department 
of Agriculture series on number of farms. National and geographic division 
estimates are the sums for individual States. 


DESCRIPTION OF SERIES AND ESTIMATING PROCEDURES 


The Agricultural Estimates Division prepares annual estimates of the 
‘number of farms for use in its regular work. These estimates are based 
mainly on indications of change shown by its larger acreage and livestock 
surveys, by annual assessors' censuses in a number of States, by land 
assessment records in certain States, by ASC data, and other miscellaneous 
sources of check data. 


This series of annual estimates of number of farms has been revised 
following the Census of Agriculture taken every 5 years. Data available 
to indicate the completeness of the Census of Agriculture vary State by 
State, but, with few exceptions, a larger number of farms has been adopted 
than enumerated by the Census in order to allow for some incompleteness. 
This incompleteness has long been recognized by the Census Bureau and other 
agencies. 


In evaluating the census data prior to 1950, the practice was to accept 
the census number of farms as a minimum and adopt varying degress of incon- 
pleteness as indicated by check data on a State, and in many instances, a 
county evaluation basis. The Bureau of the Census, as a part of the 1950 
and 1954 Censuses of Agriculture, undertook cetailed special surveys to 
give estimates of the completeness of coverage and to provide measures for 
determining sampling errors for a few important items on a regional and 
national basis. In making revisions in its series for 1950 and 1954, 
Agricultural Estimates relied heavily upon the Census Bureau quality check 
information. The official estimate of total number of farms for the United 
States for 1954 was set at the level indicated by the results of the Census 
quality check in consu tation with representatives of the Bureau of the Census 
and the Division of Statistical Standards, Bureau of the Budget. State estimates 
were then prepared which added to this total taking into account the various 
indications for each State. 


Trends for intercensal years are established from a wide variety of infor- 
mation as indicated heretofore. State Statisticians have these local data 
available when they attack the problem of estimating changes in number of 
farms. Estimates prepared by the individual State Statisticians are submitted 
to Washington for review by representatives of the Crop Reporting Board. Trends 
are considered by geographic regions and a careful appraisal is made on a State- 
by-State basis. An attempt is made to conform to the general economic trend and 
to generally accepted situations within States. 


Beginning with 1950 estimates, the new Census Bureau definition of a farm 
(used by Census in 1950 and 1954) was adopted. Changes in definition of a 


Sanya 


farm between the earlier and the more recent censuses are not taken up here. 
Detailed descriptions are given in introductory volumes cf each Census of 
Agriculture. 


Census benchmark data are collected as of different dates, hence there 
has been some question as to which dates are applicable to this series of 
estimates. Actually, it is believed that the date of enumeration has little 
effect on the number of farms. For all practical purposes, then, the series 
represents the number of farms in operation for the year shown. 


USES 


A series of annual estimates of number of farms has a wide range of uses. 
They are of utmost importance in preparing estimates of many agricultural items, 
for example, estimates of livestock and poultry numbers and number of family 
and hired workers on farms. Another important use is in the conversion of 
aggregates of many agricultural statistics to a per farm basis. Most statis- 
ticians and economists in the field of agriculture use estimates of number of 
farms. Agricultural policy studies and much agricultural legislation require 
the use of estimates of number of farms. 


Those using the series should remember that it represents a count of all 
farms, large and small, including part-time farms as well as strictly commercial 
enterprises. 


The following series on number of farms is presented with the knowledge that 
the accuracy of the estimates cannot be measured with precision. Although the 
estimates are subject to some error, it is not believed that such error is 
large enough to impair the usefulness of the series to those reeding annual 
estimates of number of farms. 
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Me Scares a 60,800 29 (00 58,500 57, 200 56,000 55,000 54,000 
i. es es 28 ,000 27, 400 26, 800 26,000 25,000 2h, 600 2h, 000 
Vi anes es 32,700 32, 200 32,000 31, 600 31, 200 30,800 30, 300 
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Wiese ss 218,000 216,000 213,000 212,000 29 , 000 207 ,000 201,000 
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Nee Dak ty Th, 400 75,000 75,000 75,800 76,000 76,000 76,000 
S. Dak... 78,000 78, 600 77,500 77,000 77,000 T1000 76,800 
Nebr..... 130,000 130,000 129,000 129,000 128,000 128,000 127,000 
SHRAMipad 178,000 177,000 176,000 174,000 173,000 172,000 171,000 
WeN.C}-L,al 1,117, 000 15a. 55000 PEE) 1,113,000 1,111,000 1,109 
De leree ets aa OCI CO0mmpuan 10; /COmenl0, 100-m, 710,600.10, 00mes n10,5000, 
Mine tae 49 ,000 49,000 49,000 48, 48 , 800 48, 48,500 
(Egan 185,000 186,000 186,000 186,000 186,000 186,000 187,000 
Wiel EL etese 97,000 96,000 95,000 9h, 000 93, 200 92, 500 91,800 
Aer 255,000 257,000 258,000 260,000 262,000 26h, 000 265,000 
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Texas.... 418,000 422,000 42h , 000 4.26, 000 4.28 , 000 430,000 4.32, 000 
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MV Cacee ss 11,400 12,000 12,500 13,000 13,500 14,000 14,500 
OL s a0 5.6 47,500 49,000 50, 500 52,000 53,000 54,800 56, 200 
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Mei e's nts Sas 53,000 52, 300 51,800 51,000 50, 400 50,200 50,000 
Ne Ho mieten 23, 400 22,700 22,000 21,500 21, 200 21,000 21,000 
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CONT sie.0 5s 2h. 500 24, 200 23,900 23, 800 23, 600 23, 500 23, 500 
Se ar 170, 200 167, (00 165, 400 163, 000 181,900 160,900 160, 200 
Neg Lette s 302-000 200-000 200, 000 197,000 195, 000 193,000 192,000 
Neglect se 31, 600 31, 200 30,800 30, 600 30,500 30, 200 30, 000 
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Me . Wu's iste 50,000 50,000 48,000 46,000 4,000 42,900 42,800 
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Vivre 28 , 000 27, 800 27,000 26, 400 25,800 25,700 25,700 
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te Tewat ss 3,900 3,900 3,900 4,000 4,100 4100 4,100 
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Pavey ees! 202,000 200 , 000 195,000 188, 000 186,000 186,000 186,000 
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Minnie! » 1OS,000 166,000 i. 290,000... WG0,000 + | 189,000. 190,000 — — 191,000m 
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By Dake ts 79,500 80 , 000 80, 500 81, 400 82,000 82, 200 83, 200 
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N. Mex..e. 31, 500 31, 700 32,000 32, 400 32, 800 33,500 34,500 
Arigy gases 10,000 10,800 11,500 12, 200 13,000 13, 600 14, 200 
Uitehhacs.s 25,800 26,000 26,000 26,400 26, 800 27, 300 28 , 000 
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Me..... we 42,600 42,400 42, 200 42,000 41,900 42,000 42,100 
No iteears 17,400 17,500 17,00 17, 600 17,700 17,800 17,900 
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Tile, te 230,000 231,000 233,000 233,000 231, 000 226,000 22),000 
Michis.<% 182,000 190, 000 200, 000 198,000 197,000 196,000 194,000 
Wis tenicee 192,000 194,000 197,000 198,000 200, 000 199,000 198, 000 
Evils Csndt £034,000 a9, ol, 055,000 1,079,000. 1,082,000 1,086,000 1,077,000 1,070,000 
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Seer a. 167,000 167,000 168,000 166,000 166,000 167,000 165,000 
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RY aie tore 7, 206,000 mr. 212, 000 ©73,000 215,000 279,000 219,000= " (6,000 aa 
Menrinte cs « 256,000 260,000 265, 000 270,000 274, 000 272,000 270,000 
QA ets 262, 000 263, 000 26h, 000 270,000 274, 000 273,000 268, 000 
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1a. an). BS 166, 000 170,000 170,000 170,000 171,000 169,000 166,000 
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Arizinnis 14, 200 14, 200 14, 300 14, 300 14, 300 14, 200 14,100 
Utalizst.icc 28 , 200 28 , 400 28,700 29,800 30, 500 30,800 29, 500 
Nev Svhitcla. 3, 600 3, 500 3,450 3,550 3, 700 20750 3450 

Mie tle d . 22095 (00 200, 300 260, 950 262,850 265,300 250,150 250.0 50ntne 
Washsce.s| (0,500. . 00,000 461,500 |. 03,000  (ON,RQO Glic0G™ = Oh Cooma 
Oren te. 59,600 61,100 62, 500 64. 100 64., 800 64, 500 6h, 300 
Califitas 145,000 145,000 144,000 148,000 151,000 149,000 148,000 
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Mein anieielSici's 42,200 42,200 42, 200 42,400 42,700 43, 300 43, 300 
Ie Mir enis 18,000 18,000 18,100 18,200 18,400 19,000 19,000 
Nitin siciaté 0.6 26,800 26, 700 26, 600 26, 600 26, 600 26,700 26, 700 
NASB’ tes i018 35,800 36, 000 36, 200 36, 500 36, 900 37,900 37,900 
Ee Lect era she 4, 100 4,000 3, 900 3,900 3, 900 4, 000 4,000 
Conn. e ats 27, 400 26, 500 25, 600 2h, 800 2h, 500 24,700 2h, 700 


eter lon 00, yen 155,100 t mloe, 700 > 52,800 155,000 155,000.- 155,000 | 
en cee et © 100,000.) > 100,000 To? ,000 165, 000 162,000 156,000 153,000 





ee Sictraso 25, 400 28 , 000 27,200 27,000 26, 800 26, 600 26, 800 
Pawieasces|) 203;000 182,000 182,000 180,000 178,000 176,000 174,000 
M. A.s..| 7300, 000 310, 000-— = 376, 200 372,000 305, 500 358,600 353,500 
OnlOadtcses|) 251,000 28 , 000 2h, 000 241,000 236,000 230, 000 225, 000 
Tas naiseeet 200,000 199,000 190,000 188,000 184,000 179,000 174,000 
Ti Usiesti tal) 222,000 222, 000 221,000 218 ,000 216,000 211,000 208 , 000 
Mich hr e.et 192,000 191,000 190,000 188,000 135,000 181,000 179,000 
Wisidasass|) 197,000 195,000 193,000 192,000 191,000 187,000 182,000 
Hie #411, 002, 00m L,055, 000° 1 11,050,000 9 1,027,000 1,012,000. 900,000 900,000, 
Min so es 195,000 197,000 -*:108, 000 199,000 198,000 196,000 191,000 
POWs tres), 215,000 215,000 215,000 214,000 214,000 214,000 213,000 
Moe cette. s| 207,000 205, 000 263, 000 261,000 260, 000 255,000 250, 000 
N. Dak....{ 76,500 75,500 74, 500 73,500 73,000 72,000 70, 500 
en DES /c's 73,500 73,209 72, 500 72, 200 71,800 70,900 69, 100 
Nebr......| 126,000 125,000 123,000 122,000 120,000 118,000 115,000 
Watisc-s, ast 161,000 161,000 159,000 157,000 153,000 149,000 145,000 
Walece? <a} lL, 113,000 1,111,700 1,105,000 1,098,700 1,089,800 1,074,900 %,053,600 
eee aan o.000 0.500 500 LOCO SSC*O 
Dilisis stapes os 43,200 43,100 4.2, 700 42,500 42, 400 42, 200 42,000 
Vasssanessto 194,000 193,000 191,000 190 ,000 188,000 183,000 181,000 
Wo. Ves es! 102,000 102, 000 102,000 102, 000 1C2,000 101,000 100,000 
Ne Crraeie 295,000 295,000 300 , O00 300 , O00 2098, 000 296, 000 298 , 000 
SoG. 103,000 160,000 158,000 155,000 153,000 151,000 150,000 
Ganleees |e) 250,000 21,000 230, 000 232,000 232, 000 225,000 230, 000 
AEN CORD 72,000 70,000 07,000 65,000 64,000 63,000 62,000 
Seeries 17, OCO manny 115, (000) f) 15100,200 9 1,090,000 L,000,000 "1,070; 500 spiky 012, 00 au 
yee 7,000 oem 270,000) 207,000 202,000 250,000 ~ 250,000, 245,000 
Tenn......| 269,000 265, 000 261, 000 258,000 253, 000 248 , 000 242,000 
Age. teases sie) 200,000 245, 000 241,000 236, 000 234, 000 228 , 000 22h, 000 
Misssiges-s1 307,000 305,000 303, 000 298 , 000 292,000 284,000 278, 000 
Poe tel © 109,000 5 mil,005,000 1,072,000 1,054,000 1,035,000 1,010,000 989,000 
mei 239,000 5) +250,000 ) 222,000 «220,000 ~+«15,000 212,000 Xn, 000 
PAwdeaees| | 161,000 158,000 157,000 154, 000 148,000 143,000 140,000 
Cilasset 193,000 187,000 185,000 182,000 175,000 170,000 168,000 
Texas.....| 449,000 440 , 000 4.20 , 000 418 ,000 406,000 39T , 000 389 , 000 
W.S.C...| 1,042,000 1,015,000 904,000 974,000  94R,000 922,000 «903,000 
MonU sie ees » 000 5,000 i S00 Si neaeD I>, COO) eal 000. mr 10, COUN mri m 10, COO gu 
Tdahosts. «. 45,000 45,000 hh, 500 4) 500 43,500 42, 500 42,000 
WY Oaewinso%e 16, 200 15,800 15,400 15,200 14,°00 14, 200 13,800 
Colossi. 31 56, 400 55, 200 52, 400 52, 200 51, 400 50,80> 50, 400 
N. Mex... 34, 500 33, 000 32,000 31,500 31,000 30, 500 30,000 
Axel gales. 5 14,000 13,800 13,700 13, 500 13,500 13,500 13, 500 
Rca at's ot 28, 200 27,800 28 , 500 29 , 500 28 , 500 28 , 200 27, 800 
Neve sci». 3, 700 3, 700 3, 700 3,650 3, 600 3, 500 3, 500 
Mine rr Ceo G00 ea, 100, 58,150" eT, 300 ee, 000m Sel, COO 
ae Or p00 03,000, 2,000 ~«G2,300 92,100" “S1,100,, 8,000 
Oreg.<.... 53, 600 63, 200 63, 200 63,700 64,000 64, 300 64, 500 
Califa st 145,000 143,000 141,000 141,000 139,000 140, 000 141,000 


PAC. rcce 73, LOO oF 2O(, 


fy 2) p) 2 
03 209 , GOO OT, 000 207,000 205, LOO 205, HOO 286, 500 
ep ietete ts 5, 520, 700 by 40,900 3, 349, 800 6, 293, 250 6, 201, 000 6, 009, 000 6,003, 400 
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State and 
division 
Me. 43,500 42,000 40,000 38, 500 37,000 35, 600 33,800 
; 19,000 18,500 17,700 17,000 16,400 15,800 15,000 
Wiest as 26, 600 25 800 2h, 900 2,000. 23,100 22,100 21, 300 
“i 37,900 36,000 34,000 32, 200 30, 600 29,100 27, 300 
Re 3,900 3,800 3,700 3, 000 3,500 3,400 3, 200 
2h. 500 23, 400 22, 200 21,200 20, 500 20 ,000 19,000 
155, 400 149 , 500 142,500 136,500 131,100 126,000 119,600 
150,000. 147,000 144,000 141,000. 139,000 136,000 _ 131,000. 
27,100 27,100 27,000 27,000 26,900 26,900 26, 300 
173,000 170,000 167,000 165,000 162,000 159,000 154, 000 
350, 100 344,100 330,000 333,000 327,900 321, 900 311, 300 
is tie 223,000 219,000 216,000 214,000 211,000 205, 000 205,000 
177,000 179,000 179,000 277,000 176,000 174, 000 172,000 
205,000 208 , O00 206,000 204, 000 203,000 203,000 199,000 
177,000 174,000 171,000 167,000 163,000 161,000 158,000 
179,000 178,000 178,000 176,000 175,000 174,000 172,000 
~ 962,000 958,000. ——« 950,000 938,000 928, 000 920, 000 906, 000 
139,000 159,000 138, 000 187, 000 186,000 =) 904,000, 164,000 
ric 211,000 209 , 000 209 , 000 208 ,000 207 , 000 206,000 205,000 
Mo 248 , 000 250,000 28, 000 246,000 2k. , 000 242,000 238, 000 
: 70,000 69, 400 68,600 67, 800 66, 800 66, 000 65,700 
Ss 68, 800 68, 600 68, 300 67,900 67, 500 67,100 66,700 
aac 113,000 112,000 111,000 110,000 109,000 109,000 108,000 
143,000 143,000 142,000 140,000 137,000 135,000 133,000 
1,042,800 1,041,000 1,034,900 1,026,700 1,017,300 1,009,100 999, 400 
9, 300 9, 100 9900 9 [00 700 7 300 3000 
Mdio. sre ss 41,800 41, 400 41,000 ho, 400 39, 600 39,000 38, 200 
180,000 178,000 174,000 171,000 168,000 165,000 161,000 
W. 99 ,000 97,000 95,000 92,500 90,000 87, 500 84, 600 
: 300 , 000 301, 000 302, 000 302,000 301,000 301,000 298 ,000 
150,000 150,000 151,000 150,000 148,000 147,000 144,000 
ee wie 233, 000 234, 000 235,000 230,000 218 ,000 208 , 000 201,000 
62,000 61, 500 62,000 62,000 62,500 62, 500 62,700 
1,015,100. 1,0f2,000)) | .. 1,065,900) 1,056,000. 1,035,000: 5 1,010, 305m sang) sO mann 
Kyte: 2 ~~ @he,000 =~ 2a0,;000=  — ~«~237;000) 235,000). « 2357000 230,000 5,000 
240,000 240 , 000 240 , 000 2h2,000 ‘248,000 243,000 238,000 
225,000 225, 000 22h, 000 222,000 221,000 220 , 000 213,000 
274,000 271,000 269 , 000 267 ,000 265,000 262,000 252,000 
981,000 ~«976,000 ~~ ~+970,000 900,000 901,000 955,000 931,000..——«*” 
205,000 205,000 202, 000 198,000 192,000 183,000 181,000 
137,000 136,000 135,000 134,000 133,000 132,000 130,000 
166,000 163,000 160, 000 156,000 152,000 147,000 142,000 
TEXAS... 387,000 380, 000 372,000 365,000 393,000 345,000 337,000 
iam Sadie 895,000 88h. 000 369, 000 853,000 832,000 ‘612,000 790,000 
Mont....- » 400 39,30 39, 200 38, . » 200 37,000 
Idaho.... 42,000 42,000 42,000 42,000 41,900 41,900 41,700 
WyGsn ess 13,400 13, 300 13, 300 13, 200 13,200 13,100 13,000 
ColOws 45. 49,800 4g, 500 48, 500 48,000 WT, 500 7,000 46,500 
N. Mex... 29,700 29,000 28 , 000 27, 200 26, 400 25,600 25,200 
Aine okt 13, 500 13, 200 12,900 12,500 12,000 11,400 11, 200 
Utehires ts 26, 400 26, 500 26, 600 26, 400 26,100 25,800 25,700 
Wewisass 3, 450 3,450 3, 450 3,400 3, 350 3,300 3,300 
heir or BIB, O50 D1, 7503, G0 CO OS 0 ae 
Wash..... 30,700 70;000 ——“‘“‘CT TZ OO” GOO R500, 6 73,000e = Fs COC mmaae 
Oreg. sss. 64,000 63,500 63,100 62, 800 62, 600 62, 600 61,800 
Call fiaae 142,000 142,000 143,000 143,000 144,000 144,000 142,000 
PaCweasd  200,(00. 20e, 300). £03,100... ebe, 000) Gol ydOO ue | (200, CO0u) ue ne tcl OO. mmnnnEE 
U. S.-4 5,900,750 5,925, 050 2,910,950 _ 5,003,000 9 (22,250 5,017, 292323200 
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MO cece caas 32,900 30, 200 28 , 500 27,100 25,500 
Nigh cas 14, 300 13.500 12,700 12,000 11, 300 
Werte ee cee 20, (00 20,100 19,500 18,900 18, 300 
NEES AGES 25,800 2h, 400 22, 800 21, 400 20, 200 
a SEAS An 3,000 2,809 2,600 2,400 2, 300 
Conn). ere 18, 200 17,500 16,700 15,900 15,200 
a a eh 
Ne Yeeeees » 000 121,000 117,000 113,000 108,000 
Ne Jeseeee 25,900 25,400 25,000 24, 400 23,800 
Phesseeeee 149,000 144,000 140,000 135,000 130,000 
M. A... 00 , 900 0,400 282,000 272, 400 261 , 800 
Ohio.. 201, 000 197,000 191,000 187,000 183,000 
Ind....... 169,000 166,000 163,000 160,000 158,000 
Tll. +++. 195,000 192,000 189,000 187,000 184,000 
Mich.. 155,000 152,000 149,000 146,000 143,009 
Wis...... 6 ee 
Oe oe ee 57000 se 73 OO 59,000 415000 20,0008 
Minn...... 181,000 179,000 170,000 173,000 170,000 
Towa..... 204,000 203,000 201,000 199,000 197,000 
Moats ss 232, 000 226, 000 222, 000 220, 000 218,000 
N. Dak. 65, 400 65, 200 64, 500 03, 500 62, 200 
S. Dak.. 66, 300 66,000 65,500 64,700 64,000 
Ne DI 6 ss a's 108 , 000 107 , 000 106,000 106,000 105,000 
Kans...... 131,000 129,000 128,000 125,000 122,000 
W. N. C. 987, 700 975, 200 963,000 951, 200 938, 200 
Del.....- : ep 7, 300 7,000 ©, 800 6, 600 
Mdsssseeee 37 500 36,700 35,900 35,100 34, 300 
Vaeseee 158,000 154,000 151,000 147,000 144,000 
W. Va.ec. 81,700 78,800 76,000 73,000 70,000 
Wesicwa« 295,000 292,000 289 , 000 285,000 281,000 
Sea G. sce 141,000 138,000 135,000 132,000 128,00 
GA.sseee 194,000 185,000 181,000 176,000 170,000 
(ue Ae 62,800 62,900 63,000 62,800 62, 600 
Seraeals OTT, 200 957, (00 937,800 917,700 895, 500 
KY seas nak 220,000 215,000 210,000 206,000 201,000 
PENI. s. «s« 233,000 228 , 000 223, 000 218,000 213,000 
PIE seers a 6, oe 207 , 000 200, 000 194, 000 186,000 179,000 
ML GBiiss s 6 248,000 2h1 , 000 235,000 227, 000 219,000 
HGS Coe 908, 000 OOH, OOO ae 000 837,000 812,000 
RIC tele sare! 175,000 168,000 162, 000 156,000 1:50, OOO nn 
Ale sie sats 31s 127,000 12h, 000 122,000 120,000 118,000 
Okla esses 138,000 134,000 130, 000 126,000 122,000 
TEXAS + <. 330,000 325,000 320, 000 312,000 304,000 
Weare 0 710,000 751,000 734,000 714,000 694,000 
Monte sess 30,500 ~ 30, 600 36, 300 35,900 35, 400 ; 
Idfho..... 4, 500 41, 200 41,000 40, 300 39, 800 
My Oe sinless 12,800 12,700 12,500 12, 200 11,900 
COlOoe.. se 46,000 45,500 45,000 4h, 200 1,3, 200 
N. Mex... 24,800 oh, 400 2h, 000 23, 300 22,700 
INTL? ate 20s 11,000 10,800 10,700 10,500 10, 300 
ES GEL ses s/s» 25, 600 25,600 25,500 24,900 24, 300 
NV. occ0c- 3, 300 3, 200 3, 200 3 ll@e 3,100 
ME ates « 201 , 800 200 ,000 198, 200 19h, 400 190,700 
Washwec.:. 72, 300 71600 71,000 69, 500 65 00g 
ODOR cusies's 60,900 60, 000 59, 200 57,800 56, 300 
Calli ve eet 139,000 137,000 136,000 134,000 133,000 
PAC. seer (27-0) sa 200,000) 200, 200 Mave, Le 575000 aca 
dip sebas eT B00 5 308005, 201, 000 5,086, 700%, 568,800 
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